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Working in Banding’s 
second division, carries 
it’s own challenges.  In 
the Midland’s Region, 
we’re pretty lucky.  
There are only eleven 
bands, including our-
selves, which means we 
only have ten bands to 
beat in this year’s Re-
gional Competition.  
That said, it’s important 
we don’t get complacent 
and, as a result, we have 
been building during the 
last part of 2008 and 
now 2009. 

Building for improve-
ment is at the heart of 
our 2009 strategy, and it 
will take time.  The re-
cent competitions at But-

lins was a testing ground 
and proved that the 
building is not complete. 

At the heart of our 
building project are 
some changes and some 
new additions.  We are 
pleased to welcome 
Steve Boyles back into 
our ranks of the Bass 
section. Steve has been 
playing with Enderby, in 
the Championship Divi-
sion and brings with him 
a wealth of playing ex-
perience.  With the 
move of Brian Slee onto 
BBb Bass, our founda-
tions are more sturdy 
than ever before.  These 
additions and moves 
have allowed us to make 

other changes, by mov-
ing Ron Johnson onto 
the Back Row Cornets 
and, with the addition of 
Rachel Paget, our Cor-
net Section is looking 
stronger than ever.  Milli 
Jacklin moves from 
Back Row Cornets to 
Front Row and the new 
line up is complete.   

Although that gives us 
the structure, the finish-
ing , snagging and deco-
rating has still to take 
place, and that’s where 
we are now.  Just like a 
building project, it’s not 
finished yet.  When it is 
finished, we’ll start on 
the home improvements 
and do it all again. 
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Welcome back to our 
fourth issue of the 
band’s newsletter, ‘The 
Bugle’.  Christmas and 
New Year came and 
went, but not without a 
record breaking fund 
raising effort.  A huge 
thanks to everyone who 
took part and who gave 
so generously to the 
band over the festive 
period.  We are also 
grateful to the Leicester-
shire Coal Industry Wel-

Trust for their financial 
support, assisting the band 
in it’s annual visit to the 
Mineworkers Festival at 
Butlins.  The CD is almost 
ready to go.  By the time 
this newsletter hits the 
doorsteps, it will be avail-
able to purchase. It's con-
test season right now, but 
plans are in full swing for 
the 9th May Brass and 
Voices Concert at the Dis-
covery Park, as well as the 
Summer programme. 
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It turned out to be a 
good Christmas 2008.  
Both the Training Band 
and the Senior Band 
were out entertaining 
and raising money for 
much needed band 
funds.  The Training 
Band kicked things off 
as early as October, at 
the Woodlands Garden 
Centre, helping to 
launch their Christmas 
festivities.  The Garden 
Centre looked like 
Santa’s Grotto, all 
neatly decked out.  
C o me  D e c e mb e r , 
Christmas was in full 
swing.  Two appear-
ances at Coalville Mar-

ket as well as visits to 
all the supermarkets in 
Coalville and Ashby.  
The band also made ap-
pearances at Charnwood 
Forest and Longcliffe  
Golf Clubs, Coalville 
Rotary Club Christmas 
Dinner as well as the 
traditional concert at 
Mountsorrell. It was 
great to see many old 
friends of the band as 
well as make some new 
friends.  The band has 
already been invited 
back to Charnwood For-
est Golf Club to perform 
a St George’s Day Con-
cert in April, when it 
will be an English affair. 
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of staging a concert at 
the Snibston Discovery 
Park was conceived.  
Two local Male Voice 
Choirs will be joining 
the band, Coalville and 
Loughborough.  Pro-
gramme details are al-
ready being discussed 
and the event hopes to 
play to a capacity 250 
audience.  The pro-

gramme items will in-
clude individual and 
joint band and choir 
items and a world pre-
mier.  The concert will 
also include two of the 
band’s soloists and plans 
are underway to feature 
a classical guitarist with 
the band.  Should all 
make for an interesting 
evening. 

With the CD recorded 
and Christmas over 
with, it’s time to look at 
what’s happening in 
2009.  The band’s major 
project this year is a 
Brass and Voices Ex-
travaganza, to take place 
on 9th May.  Following 
the success of the 
Miner’s Gala at the end 
of the Summer, the idea 
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