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Firstly, it’s a big wel-
come to some more new 
players,  Chris and Laura 
Brown.  Both had taken 
a break from Banding, 
but are now with us and 
enjoying their new found 
band!  Chris has taken 
over from Sadie on the 
Flugel chair, as Sadie 
leaves to take up studies 
at The Royal Welsh Col-
lege of Music in Septem-
ber.  It’s always sad to 
see people moving on, 
but as Sadie’s father, it’s 
with a huge sense of 
pride that she has 
achieved her goal.  We 
wish her luck, although 
I’m sure we haven’t seen 
the last of her.  

This year we have con-
centrated our efforts on 
enhancing our ability to 
entertain audiences.  
This gives added re-
quirements of the Musi-
cal Director.  The Brass 
and Voices Concert was 
a fine example of this.  
Apart from the organisa-
tion of logistics, which 
is generally handled by 
the organising commit-
tee, the MD is called 
upon to deliver many 
critical items.  Negotia-
tion with the other per-
formers is best left to the 
MD’s, once agreement 
has been reached as pro-
gramme content and 
balance is critical.  Then 
there’s the music itself.  

Joint choral and band 
items required special 
music arrangements, 
followed by checks with 
the choirs and the re-
spective MD’s, followed 
by additional rehearsals 
for all the organisations 
involved.  Then, of 
course, there’s the deliv-
ery of the concert it’s 
self.  Research into each 
item and ultimately de-
livering, or introducing, 
the whole event.  Oh 
yes, and conducting the 
band in some of the 
hardest works currently 
undertaken.  

Well, it’s all in a days 
work for a Brass Band 
MD. 
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At time of writing, you 
are catching us at the 
end of our busiest ever 
Spring and early Sum-
mer.  The year looked 
like it was going to be 
quiet, but far from it. 

The Brass and Voices 
was a huge success, with 
Band and Choirs in fine 
form.  A huge thanks 
goes to our guests from 
Coalville and Loughbor-
ough who helped draw 
in the crowds. 

We’ll be taking our Sum-
mer break from July, so 
everyone can take a well 
earned Band Break.  But 
we’ll be back sooner than 
you think, with a return 
visit to Snibston Miners’ 
Gala and a new concert 
date a The Palace, Ibstock.  
The May Concert is to be 
re-staged on 8th May 2010 
and I know there are going 
to be some new idea’s and 
things to see. 

Watch out! 
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This year we took on 
something completely 
different, when we at-
tended the Hebden 
Bridge March and 
Hymn Tune Contest.  
We were pretty lucky to 
get an invite, with so 
many Yorkshire Bands 
to choose from, but it 
always helps when you 
know someone.  What 
we were treated to was a 
beautiful Yorkshire 
town, basking in mid-
Summer sunshine and a 
clutch of 14 other bands.  
Supported by the local 
pub, the scene was set 
for a more than pleasant 
afternoon.  We chose to 

play Cwm Rhondda and 
the march Cross of Hon-
our.  The day included a 
short march into the 
town square, for which 
we used ‘the Voice of 
the Guns’.  In the end, 
the band were unplaced, 
but scored a very re-
spectable  184/200 
marks.  The winning 
bands demonstrated 
technique and sound 
normally reserved for 
top section playing, so 
opposition was much 
tougher than in the Mid-
lands. 

The band has already 
booked for next year. 
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Choral Society at their 
Christmas Concert at 
Hugglescote Church. 

The Band 100’s club is 
undergoing a re-vamp.  
Anyone who wishes to 
join will be entered into 
the first draw on Sep-
tember 3rd, the first 
Thursday of the Month.  
Results will be pub-

lished on the Band’s 
web site.  If you want to 
subscribe, it’s £1 per 
ball per month.  50% of 
the income is split into 
1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes 
and 50% goes towards 
the band’s supporters 
fund.  We’re aiming to 
get as many as 250 balls 
in the draw by the end 
of the year.  

The Palace, Ibstock will 
be our venue on Sep-
tember 26th, when the 
band will be performing 
a seasonal Proms pro-
gramme, with all the 
usual Pomp and Circum-
stance, not to mention a 
few Sea Shanties as 
well.  On December 
19th, the Band will be 
hosted by Broom Leys 
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