
��������	
������������	
������������	
������������	
����	 		 	

��
��������	
������
��������	
������
��������	
������
��������	
����	 		 	
Although not such a 
busy year, the band’s 
Spring Calendar has 
come and gone all too 
quickly.  As it’s our first 
year back in the second 
division, it’s important 
we don’t become com-
placent, as division one 
could be just around the 
corner.  We’ll be in sec-
ond position in the grad-
ing tables, going into 
next years competitions, 
and a good result will 
see us in division one in 
2010.  With that in mind, 
I’ve been doing my own 
development work, join-
ing the National Asso-
ciation of Brass Band 
Conductors, as well as 

making their 2008 Com-
petition Final. 

 

We have some great 
loyal players at Leices-
tershire Coop, so the 
emphasis is always on 
their needs and ambi-
tions and not just what I 
want (although that may 
be how it seems some-
times).  This years pro-
jects take on a slightly 
different focus, which 
should help keep interest 
alive as well as stretch-
ing our most talented 
players, whilst exposing 
our less experienced 
players to some interest-
ing ideas. 

Our training band con-
tinues to go from 
strength to strength.  
Now consolidating their 
membership, I think 
we’re set to see some 
great things from them 
over the next year or so.  
I hope they continue to 
flourish, so we can use 
the talent being nur-
tured, more and more 
within the organisation. 

 

The remainder of 2008 
looks really exciting and 
I’m already looking for-
ward to more success in 
2009.  
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Welcome to our new 
look newsletter.  This 
newsletter will be issued 
quarterly and contain 
information about what 
the Leicestershire Coop 
Band has been up to and 
what we are doing over 
the coming months. 

 

Spring saw the band out 
playing at Melton Park, 
Nottingham Arboretum , 

and Ashby Town Centre.  
This year’s programme 
concentrates on some of 
our great soloists.  We’re 
really lucky to have some 
very experienced, prize 
winning soloists in the 
band and it’s great to be 
able to show off their tal-
ent.  The ‘Sunday After-
noon Concert’ is a great 
stage to develop the band 
and bring in new, enter-
taining music  
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Although not making 
the top three, the finals 
of the National Associa-
tion of Brass Band Con-
ductor’s Competition 
was a great experience 
for our Musical Direc-
tor, Graham Jacklin.  
Drawing Derek Bour-
geios’ “Diversions”, it 
was going to be a tough 
afternoon.  And, it’s fair 
to say, five competitor’s 
with a wealth of experi-
ence and qualifications, 
it was  going to be diffi-
cult to get into the 
prizes.  Nevertheless, it 
was an excellent day’s 
banding and a chance to 
conduct the Vurtuosi 

GUS Band, one of the 
top bands in the country.   

 

In preparation for the 
competition, Graham 
had been as far as Heb-
den Bridge in Yorkshire, 
to conduct their band, as 
well as rehearsing regu-
lar helpers Ratby and 
Derwent Brass.  A big 
thanks goes to them, as 
well as the help from 
Leicestershire Coop 
Band.  As the only Mid-
lander to make the final, 
it keeps the Leicester-
shire Coop name on the 
National Map. 
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gaged, to produce the 
band’s first CD.  Special 
guest Jamie Cooper, 
currently playing with 
the famous Grimethorpe 
Colliery Band, has 
agreed to be the Band’s 
soloist for the sessions.  
More in the Autumn Is-
sue. 

 

The band is also looking 
to stage a Spring Con-
cert with local choirs.  
Agreement in principle 
has already been made 
with one, but the band is 
looking for other choirs 
to join them, in a spec-
tacular brass and voices 
concert.  Venue and 
dates still to be con-
firmed. 

As well as 2008 being 
the first year the band 
has competed in the sec-
ond division of Brass 
Banding since the early 
1980’s, it’s also going to 
be the first year the band 
will embark on a profes-
sional recording project.  
Ambitious plans have 
now been agreed, and 
recording company en-
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