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The challenges of deliv-
ering competition stan-
dard performances are 
almost too many to men-
tion.  Organisation, mo-
tivation, score reading, 
timing, changes, instru-
mentation, research, peo-
ple and confidence are 
just a few of the things 
required before you get 
to the Music.  In fact, 
Music is probably the 
last thing to be consid-
ered.  Let me try and 
explain what I mean by 
this.  It’s a bit like a gi-
ant jigsaw.  All the little 
bits have to be in place 
to make the picture, the 
picture being the music.  
The pieces are a combi-
nation of players, instru-

ments, notes, accent, 
dynamics etc.  If one of 
these is out of shape, the 
picture becomes some-
what blurred, to the 
point at which it can’t be 
seen.  Of course, the 
pieces will never be per-
fect, but they need to be 
good enough to make 
out what the picture is 
supposed to be.  Other-
wise, it’s unrecognis-
able.  As our band im-
proves and we try to 
build more complex jig-
saws, making the pieces 
good enough to continue 
to see the picture is the 
challenge. 

Our CD, ‘Simple Gifts’ 
is now out and the first 

big opportunity to sell it 
will be our Brass and 
Voices Concert on 9th 
May, now taking place 
at Ashby Ivanhoe 
School.  It’s an event 
I’m really looking for-
ward too, and brings 
some of it’s own chal-
lenges for me and for 
the band.  Playing with 
choirs, producing an 
interesting programme 
and ensuring satisfaction 
for all.  We will be 
wor l d  p remie r i ng 
‘Aeolia’ and showing 
off our principle players.  
I’m really looking for-
ward to it and I know 
the band are as well.  If 
you find time, please 
come along. 
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Welcome back to our 
fifth issue of the band’s 
newsletter, ‘The Bugle’.  
The New Year is well 
and truly behind us and 
already the band has 
competed in three com-
petitions.  With mixed 
results and no silverware 
left in the cupboard, you 
might think things are 
not so good.  On the 
contrary.  Solid and im-
proving  performances 
are in evidence at every  

turn.  The problem is, so is 
everyone else!  The sum-
mer looks like it might be 
quiet, with many of our 
councils cutting arts and 
entertainments budgets.  
Nevertheless, you can see 
the band at the Brass & 
Voices Concert on 9th 
May, but please note the 
venue move to Ashby 
Ivanhoe School.  And, 
‘Simple Gifts’, the bands 
first CD is out and avail-
able on our web site.  
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Bedworth Civic Hall 
played host to the Mid-
lands Region of the Na-
tional Brass Band 
Championships on 15th 
March.  The band were 
there and hoping their 
fine form would clinch  
an appearance at the 
finals in September. 

It was an early start with 
rehearsals booked for 
8:00am in a venue just 
outside Bedworth.  De-
spite the early start, the 
band was in fine sound.  
The short rehearsal left 
everyone in confident 
mood.  That was until 
the draw was an-

nounced, just after 
9:00am.  The band 
would play second out 
of eleven. 

This shouldn’t make any 
difference, but long 
faces told a slightly dif-
ferent story. At 10:15am 
the band took the stage 
to deliver their perform-
ance of Dan Price’s 
’New Works Sketches’.  
It was a good perform-
ance, but somehow 
lacked the full commit-
ment to win.  In the end 
the band would settle for 
5th place.  A strong 
showing, but not quite 
enough this time. 
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free, but it has meant 
that other alternatives 
can be considered.  The 
Brass and Voices Con-
cert should be a sell out 
and re-bookings at 
Charnwood Forest Golf 
Club and Market Bos-
worth, will help to drive 
the new look pro-
gramme.  A further con-
cert is being planned in 

September at the Ibstock 
Palace.  This has proved 
a popular venue for 
other entertainment. 

So, as the calendar starts 
to fill, keep an eye on 
the web site for where 
we are next and get your 
seats early if you want 
to see the band perform.  
Next issue, Summer. 

2009 looks like it might 
be a quiet year.  Local 
council’s are tightening 
their reigns and many of 
the concerts in the parks 
will not be held and 
Coalville’s ‘Picnic in the 
Park’, will be held again 
in 2010.  This means 
there will be less oppor-
tunity to see the band 
(and other bands) for 
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