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With the summer season 
all but over, it’s time to 
turn our full attention to 
making music and the 
strive to improve.  It’s 
also a time for movers 
and shakers.  Just like a 
football team, players 
come and go (fortunately 
without the £M price 
tag).  It always makes 
me sad to see people 
moving on as we’re very 
much a family band and 
have built our strength, 
so far, on being together.  
Most prominent is the 
unfortunate situation 
Jane Green (solo horn) 
finds herself in, having 
to take a break from 
playing for the next few 
months.  She will defi-

nitely be missed, as a 
player, although some-
thing tells me she’ll be 
around and about and 
hopefully back in the 
new year.  We’re also 
sad to see the departure 
of Daniel Hudson, 
who’s been a great asset 
to the cornet section for 
the last six years.  Dan is 
studying full time at 
Loughborough Univer-
sity as well as working 
every spare hour.  It’s 
difficult juggling every-
thing and sometimes 
something has to give. 
With all that in mind, 
I’m glad to welcome 
Sue Blankley, who has 
gladly agreed to stand in 
for Jane until she re-

turns.  I’d also like to 
welcome Louis Gibson 
(cornet) and Aaron Wat-
son (percussion), who 
will be playing on our 
forthcoming recording.  
Finally, Gary Ball has 
agreed to move from Eb 
Bass to Cornet.  Bizarre 
as it sounds, this is a 
good move, which will 
really help the cornet 
section. 

We are particularly in 
need of a trombone and 
cornet player, to com-
plete the ranks, so if you 
know of anyone, please 
don’t hesitate to let us 
know.  They’re more 
than welcome. 
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Welcome back to our 
second issue of the 
band’s new-look news-
letter.  Well, with the 
summer almost over (did 
we really have one) and 
the final concerts of the 
season almost under our 
belt’s, it time to turn our 
attention to the Winter 
month’s and planning 
for Spring and Summer 
2009 and the possibility 
of a Spring Spectacular 
concert.  Of course, the  

first event is our CD re-
cording, which is now 
confirmed and will take 
place on 18/19 October at 
King Edward VII school.  
Then it’s full steam ahead 
for the final competitions 
of 2008 at Leicester and 
Leamington before  
Christmas.  Watch out for 
the band around Coalville 
every weekend in Decem-
ber.  We’ll be out round 
the stores and shopping 
arcades. 
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It’s fair to say that 20 
September 2008 turned 
out to be a great day for 
banding in North West 
Leicestershire, when the 
band played at the rein-
carnated Miner’s Gala, 
held at the old pit site, 
now Snibston Discovery 
Park.  For the Leicester-
sire Coop (Coalville) 
Band, it was a home-
coming.  Formerly the 
‘South Midlands Wel-
fare Band’, the band was 
born and rehearsed on 
the site of the former pit 
for many years.  The 
headliners for the day 
was the world famous 
Desford Colliery Band, 

who closed the day with 
a spectacular concert.  
But it’s fair to say the 
day belonged to the 
Leicestershire Coop  
Band, showcasing their 
ensemble, followed by a 
concert from the training 
band.  By the time 
they’d finished there 
were literally hundreds 
of people milling round 
the foyer.  At 2:00pm 
the main band took the 
stage in a classy and en-
tertaining performance, 
lining up the crowds for 
the Desford finale.  
Let’s hope this show-
case takes place in 2009. 
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Tagg, percussionist with 
the band.  Chris is cur-
rently studying compo-
sition at Birmingham 
Conservatoire and an ex 
Ashby School student. 
It’s written for Band and 
Rock Rhythm of piano, 
bass guitar and percus-
sion.  Rehearsals have 
been going well and it 
should sound great on 

CD.  Jamie Cooper at-
tained a first from the 
Royal Northern College 
of Music this year.  He 
currently plays for 
Grimethorpe Colliery.  
He will be featured on 
the CD in two tracks.  
The Harry James Trum-
pet Concerto and Eva 
Cassidy’s version of 
Over the Rainbow. 

The CD recording is the 
biggest, single project 
the band has undertaken 
in it’s history to date.We 
promised more informa-
tion in the Autumn, and 
here it is.  There are two 
things we’re really ex-
cited about particularly.  
The first is a brand new 
composition.  Aolea has 
been written by Chris 
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